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Attachment A 

The Simple Solve: Ending the Epidemic of Child Psychological Abuse 

This epidemic exists for several identifiable and correctable reasons: 

 Systemic refusal to enforce existing child abuse laws 

 Child protection agencies refusing to assess children for psychological abuse 

 Law enforcement agencies refusing to arrest or charge individuals who refuse to file 

mandatory child abuse reports 

 Institutional suppression of awareness and enforcement by professional organizations 

Each failure reinforces the others. Together, they create a closed system in which child psychological 

abuse is allowed to continue without documentation, investigation, or accountability. 

The solution does not require new statutes. It requires federal enforcement, criminal accountability, 

and removal of conflicted actors. 

 

1. Refusal to File a Child Abuse Report Must Be Treated as a Federal Violation 

Child psychological abuse is formally recognized under DSM-5 V995.51. Mandatory reporting statutes 

in all 50 states require reporting of suspected child abuse, not only physical or sexual abuse. 

The fix: 

 Any law enforcement officer or agency that refuses to document a report of suspected child 

psychological abuse must be treated as committing a federal civil rights violation under color 

of law. 

 Agencies that refuse to arrest or charge individuals who refuse to file mandatory child abuse 

reports must themselves be subject to federal enforcement and oversight. 

No report means no investigation. 

No investigation means intentional insulation of abuse. 

 

2. Refusal by Child Protection Agencies to Assess Psychological Abuse Must Be an Arrestable Offense 

Child protection agencies routinely refuse to assess psychological abuse despite clear evidence of 

harm. 

The fix: 



 Any child protection agency or employee who refuses to assess a child for suspected 

psychological abuse must face criminal liability. 

 Refusal to assess must be treated as aiding and abetting ongoing child abuse. 

A child left unassessed is a child left in harm. 

 

3. Child Protection Agencies Must Be Removed Entirely From Psychological Abuse Assessments 

Child protection agencies are irreparably conflicted in this domain. 

For over 40 years, these agencies have refused to assess psychological abuse, despite its devastating 

impact. Through persistent refusal, they have functioned as accessories to psychological child abuse, 

shielding abusers, courts, and institutions from accountability. 

The fix: 

 No child protection agency should be permitted to assess children for psychological abuse. 

 Psychological abuse assessments must be removed entirely from agencies that have enabled 

its denial. 

They cannot be both the cause of the problem and the solution. 

 

4. Psychological Abuse Assessments Must Be Conducted by Independent, Authorized Experts Only 

Psychological child abuse involving attachment-related pathology requires specialized expertise. 

The fix: 

 All assessments must be conducted strictly in accordance with: 

Dr. Craig Childress, Assessment of Attachment-Related Pathology Surrounding Divorce 

 Assessments must be performed only by certified professionals authorized by Dr. Craig 

Childress. 

 No generalized evaluations, agency-created substitutes, or discretionary frameworks are 

acceptable. 

Accuracy protects children. Anything less perpetuates harm. 

 

5. The Role of the American Psychological Association (APA) in Suppressing Recognition and 

Enforcement 

The epidemic of child psychological abuse has been significantly worsened by the conduct of the 

American Psychological Association (APA). 



Despite child psychological abuse being formally recognized under DSM-5 V995.51, the APA has failed 

to ensure this diagnosis is widely understood, enforced, or acted upon by courts, law enforcement, 

and child protection agencies. Through omission, institutional silence, and influence over professional 

practice, the APA has contributed to widespread confusion, denial, and minimization of psychological 

abuse. 

As a result: 

 Law enforcement agencies claim uncertainty and refuse reports 

 Child protection agencies refuse assessments 

 Courts dismiss or ignore psychological abuse claims 

 Mandatory reporting statutes are rendered meaningless 

Clinical recognition without enforcement is meaningless. Any solution must acknowledge the APA’s 

role in allowing this abuse to remain hidden and unaddressed. 

 

Conclusion 

Child psychological abuse persists because those charged with stopping it refuse to act—and face no 

consequences when they do so. 

The solution is simple: 

 Enforce existing law 

 Criminalize refusal to protect children 

 Remove conflicted agencies 

 Require competent, independent assessment 

End the refusals, and the abuse loses its protection. 

 


