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Office of Professional Responsibility 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
935 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20535-0001 
 
ATTN: Office of Professional Responsibility – Failure to Act on Child Abuse Reporting 

Director Patel, 

I am writing to you directly because this issue has reached a point where silence and inaction are no 

longer defensible. 

I want to begin by acknowledging Operation Relentless Justice and the FBI’s stated commitment to 

protecting children, holding abusers accountable, and pursuing justice when state systems fail. That 

mission matters—especially here—because what I am bringing to your attention is a form of child abuse 

that is being systematically ignored, despite being devastating in its consequences and clearly 

recognized in clinical and legal frameworks. 

Child psychological abuse (DSM-5 V995.51) is not theoretical harm. It is one of the most destructive 

forms of abuse a child can endure. Children subjected to it suffer permanent damage to identity 

formation, attachment, emotional regulation, and empathy. The outcomes are severe: depression, 

anxiety, personality disorders, suicide risk, and lifelong mental health impairment. Most alarming of all, 

research and clinical experience consistently show that approximately 90% of children abused in this 

way permanently lose their relationship with a loving parent, often never speaking to them again. 

This is family destruction on a massive scale. 

And yet, across the United States, sheriff’s departments and police agencies uniformly refuse to write 

mandatory child abuse reports when the abuse is psychological rather than physical or sexual. This 

refusal occurs despite mandatory reporting laws in all 50 states. No reports means no investigations. No 

investigations means no accountability. 

It does not stop there. 

Child protection agencies also refuse to assess children for psychological child abuse, even when 

presented with clear indicators, expert definitions, and documented harm. As a result, children are left 

trapped in abusive dynamics with no intervention, no documentation, and no legal protection. 

The scope of this failure is staggering. I currently track approximately 1,300 family court judges accused 

of facilitating or enabling child psychological abuse through court orders and procedural suppression. 

Despite this volume, we cannot get a single sheriff’s department in the country to write even one 

report. Without reports, judges are insulated. Agencies are protected. The system becomes self-sealing. 



There is no accountability mechanism for law enforcement that refuses to report child abuse. There is 

no oversight when child protection agencies refuse to assess. Parents are turned away. Children are 

abandoned by the very systems designed to protect them. 

This is no longer a state or family court issue. It is a national civil rights and child protection crisis, and it 

sits squarely within federal responsibility when state actors collectively refuse to enforce the law. 

I am requesting an immediate response, acknowledgment, and guidance on how this matter can be 

formally reviewed and addressed at the federal level. The consequences of continued inaction are not 

abstract—they are ongoing, measurable, and devastating to children, families, and the mental health of 

this country. 

I respectfully ask that this be treated with the urgency it demands. 

Sincerely, 

Ken Gottfried 
 
 

Founder,   ChildAbusiveJudges.com 

 


